Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BRUSSE 09618 010734Z 

71 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 SAM-01 

SAJ-01 /061 W 

114398 

R 301750Z SEP 76 
FM AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8048 
INFO AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL BRUSSELS 9618 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, BE, SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH GOVERNMENT APPROACHES BELGIAN GOVERNMENT 
RE VOTING BY SPANIARDS LIVING ABROAD 

REF: 75 BRUSSELS 987 NOTAL 

1 . BELGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD US THAT SPANISH 
EMBASSY RECENTLY APPROACHED MINISTRY TO DETERMINE IF 
BELGIUM WOULD PERMIT SPANIARDS RESIDING IN BELGIUM TO 
VOTE IN SPANISH ELECTIONS AT SPANISH EMBASSY. REFTEL 
REPORTED SIMILAR PORTGUESE REQUEST PRIOR TO ELECTIONS 
THERE LAST YEAR. 

2. BELGIANS TOLD US THAT SPANISH CONCERNS WERE SIMILAR 

TO THOSE PREVIOUSLY EXPRESSED BY PORTUGUESE. THEY BELIEVE 
THAT VOTES BY SPANISH EMIGRE WORKERS WOULD BE A MODERATING 
INFLUENCE IN SPANISH ELECTIONS. 

3. BELGIANS REPLIED TO SPANISH QUERY AS THEY HAD TO 
PORTUGUESE. VOTING WOULD BE PERMITTED AT SPANISH EMBASSY, 

BUT NO PUBLIC CAMPAIGNING AND NO POLITICAL MEETINGS 

WOULD BE PERMITTED IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC ORDER.FIRESTONE 
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